i2o                         CORSICAN OPINIONS                   [JET. 32
situation of Otta is very romantic; the mountains which surround it are particularly magnificent. The hill upon which the village stands is, by means of supporting walls, planted with vines, olives, fig-trees, &c., and it proves how much might be done in other parts of the island were the inhabitants industrious; but they prefer living upon little and carrying a musket. The Corsicans all live in towns. There is no such thing in the island as a simple country house. It would be unsafe to live in one. A man is esteemed and his alliance courted in proportion as his family is numerous. In this proportion only do they conceive themselves safe from insult and oppression.
Upon leaving Otta you ascend a steep mountain called Spelunca. Afterwards we passed through several villlages. The country between this and Vico, where we stopped for the night, is very tolerable. It abounds in chestnut trees, and is reckoned by the inhabitants healthy. It is, I dare say, more so than the coast, but the pallid countenances of the majority of those we met prevents my thinking this or any part of Corsica healthy. The race, in general, is small, and both men and women uglier than I believe in any other part of Europe. We took up our abode at a convent close to the village of Vico, and were entertained in a very kind manner by the fathers. Whilst supper was being made ready we walked to the village and paid a visit to Captain Kocca, who had served with us at Calvi. The French constantly kept a detachment of troops here; and the people are eager to have a British garrison. We were surprised at this; but we afterwards found the wish universal. The arbitrary government of the French, supported by means of the troops, has not caused the people to feel any disgust of the profession, or a wish to carry their laws into execution themselves. They all are convinced, I know not with what truth, that they are incapable of doing it. The sentiment which pervades the country is that they must be under some foreign Power. The country round Vico is full of vines. The wine is remarkably good, and we all